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the sight which met their eyes on the plain between them.
Thousands upon thousands of naked bodies lay upon it;
many dead; many still shivering with fever after the night
of rain.* The dead and wounded alike had been stripped
of clothes, and everything they had, by the foul human
beasts of prey who, during the hours of darkness, had
glutted themselves with the plunder of the sufferers and
the dead. So great was the horror inspired by this dis-
graceful scene, that, by mutual, though unspoken consent,
Trench and Eussian met peacefully on the ghastly plain to
bury the dead and remove the wounded.

The loss in this great battle was enormous on both sides.
Soult's corps alone admittedly lost 6601,t the total loss of the
French was probably at least 10,000. Yet there were engaged
on their side only the corps of Soult, Murat, and one division
of Lannes'.

The Eussians had lost 2000 or 3000 killed, and 5000 or
6000 wounded; in all, not less than 7000 or 8000, besides
prisoners.^ The 1st and 2nd divisions, and the greater part
of the Eussian cavalry, had not been engaged at all.

With such losses, it is easy to judge how fierce was the
struggle.

Was this awful loss of life justified by the possible
results on either side ? It seems doubtful.

From Napoleon's point of view, it is certain that his
object, in so far as it consisted in compelling the Eussian
general to evacuate the position he had prepared with such
care, could have been attained with trifling loss on the
succeeding day. As Davout and the other corps of the French

* At the time of Eeilsberg and Friedland the days were oppressively hot,
the nights damp and cold (Larrey, ill. 85). The weather on the night of the
10th June was had (ibid., ui. 78).

f Soult's report, ArcJi Mist. Hoepfner (lii. 615) gives the number as
8286, and Lannes' losses as 2284. The total loss he puts at 1398 killed, 10,359
wounded, and 864 prisoners. Total, 12,621.

t Hapfner, rii, 615. Plotho (p. 162) says the Russian loss was 9000.
After the battle he gives their strength as still 76,000.